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both Rrance and Gennauy, as
well as in Jreland, which has
been among the hardest -hit by
the globaf economic crisis. The
figure was admost twice as strong
as the 1.6 percent monthly in-
crease that analysts were expect-
ing,

Any recovery will begin from a
far iower hase, however, as activi-
ty was still much weaker than last
year with new orders down 25.1
Fercent over 12 months. Experts
had been braced for an even hig-
ger fall of 28.6 pexcent.

8l Variable annufty sales in the
1.8, feli for a fifth straight quarter
as insurers, weakened by the
stock marlcet slump last year,
scated back offerings of the equi-
ty-linled retivement products.

Sales slipped 24 percent o
$31.9 biltion in the three months
ended June 30 from $42.2 billion
in the yeaneadher.pered, tade
. }v,mup LIMRA International-said
10 a staternent. Bailed-oul com-
panies ING Groep NV, Ameri-

can Iternalional Group Inc. and |

Hartford Financial Services
Group Inc. pested declines of
more than 50 percent. MetLile
Inc. sales rose 27 percent to $4.5
bitlion, and the firw sned the
top spet in the z'ankin};s,

1.8 life insurers suffered from
msing costs tied (o variable anmi-
ilies as the stock market plunged
last year, hurting results &l
Metlife, Prudential Financial
Inc. and Hartford, Carriers are
raising prices and cuiting benefits
to guard agains{ josses in the
event of another slowdown.

W The econory’s rebonnd will
he stronger than most forecasters
expect, Laszlo Biviny said, citing
{se vally that pushed the Stan-
dard & Poor's 500 Index to the
highest leve! since Oclober.

“The markets are suggesting
that the economy has tumed the
coiner and is going to do a lot
better than most people antici-
pate,” said Birinyi, the founder of
Westporl, Conn.-based research
and money-management firm
Biringi Associates Inc. “I'm still
very oplimistic.”

Bivinyl said on May 20 that the
$&P 500 would climb to a record
1,700 in the next two or three
years, 4 65 percent gain from its
current level. The index has ral-
lied 14 percent since his forecast.
‘The benchmark for U.S. stocks
may tise 5.5 percent fo 1,087
within the next three months “if
it continues (o progress at the
rate it's been progressing.”

HUMBERS
CRUNCHER
1,266,810

Mumber of mortgage loans sery-
iced in New Jersey in the second
guiarter of 2008

8.09

Percent of loans past due

!.95

r

The view could outshine the golf at the Barclays. 51

set to go off
1o college,

but are you;
ready? F-

Bringing Kosher.com to the next level is the challenge for recently hired CEQ Aaron Dobrinsky. Expanding the
iocal, nexi~day network and increasing national sales for the Long Isiand-based firm are two of his primary goals.

Teaneck Internet exec looks 1o boost sales
and service for online kosher food business

By RICHARD NEWMAN
STAFF WRITER

A Bergen County entre-
reneur who was the brains be-
ind GoAmerica, a Haclen-

sack-based wireless Internet
service provider - which recent-
iy moved {o California — has &
new gig: selfing kosher food on-
line, and delivering it right to
people’s doorsieps.

Kosher.com in Cedarhurst,

N.Y,, an online supermarket of

fering 15,000 items, has been
around for years, running a few
trucks from a Long Island wave-
house to New York City resi-
dences and husinesses, while
also operating a modest nation-
al mail-order business, and rely-
mF mainly on word-of-mouth

errals. The company was sold

two years ago to private in-
vestors and earlier this year they
hired GoAmerica  founder
Asron Dobrinsky of Teaneck as
chief executive officer to bring
the enterprise to a higher level.
Dobrinsky says he was
brought in to expand the local
next-day delivery network, jazz

g the Web site, and develop in-
sulating and ice-packing tech-
niques to spur national sales of
frozen and refrigerated kosher
food — which is delivered via
PedEx and other third-party car-
ries.

The company's new Web site
launched on Monday, and deliv-

Reskionca: Teaneck
Title: Chief executive offi-
cer, Kosher.com

Past posttions; president
of DML, management and
consult%ng firriy; chilsf exec-
utive officer of RoomLink, a
provlder of wirelgss Inter-
-net services to hotels;

g andg chisf execisive
ofﬂcer of GoAerca; 2
wirglesg'intarmet seivices
: provlder that speoialized in
sonvices for the deafand
hard-6f hearing; exscutive
Mt president of Mineral
Trading Comp,
Education: degreein oco-
nomiles from Yeshive: Unl-
-verslty; attended New York
*Univers! ty S busmess
‘schooi : .

eries lo northern New Jersey
hotnes and businesses begin this
wanth, starting in Fort Lee, Bn-
glewood Teaneck, Bergenfield
and New Milfor(i.. Dobrinsky
said in a recent interview.

“They were doing an OK
busmess but they want to make
itagreat busmess " said Dobrin-
sky, who headed GoAmerica
uniil 2003 and was working as a
management consultant when
he was tapped te run the enter-

See IKOSHER Page B-3

P
,gery racovery that-affact all the muscu-
[oskatetal Systems eXcapt hands, Thete
plsnty of competltion, but Stefanides
says his practica stands.out becausa he

B Aipha_ Therapy.Services P.A.
: Owhel Angeio Steranides :

tham 1hrough 1he emotional ‘distress 85

persciial- savings' and

Costs inciuted about $60,000
£85,000:n &liniea! e
billing software; $7,0004n coraputers and
the reskwant to infilal-pairoll and 1. do

nidimlBennt ranantiane

cal demeng of»getting.j_'l-'

e $12, OOD in:

So far: Stefamdes $eld heand Wills have
i Sardit

109 patfents.a -

-kihow,” says Stefanides; sich as. reunre-

“ments for.clalms submisslons, which

‘sarvices they will pay for, timing for tiing
claims and-whish:servicas nead pra-aus
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Is Online OK

On the Sabbath?
The Web is
overflowing with
religious sites, An
online rabbi in
Israel answers quesLions

o Internel

issues for Orthodox Jews, Page B3

galking Tech / By Lee Gomes

Rabbinical Advice: How to Keep
The Sabbath ina 24./7 Online World

For ail its putative podlessness, the In-
ternet abounds with religion; most ma-
jor faiths have thousands of sites de-
voled to them. One run by the Bretz
Hemdah Institute in Israel, www,
eretzhemdah.org, features an "Ask the
Rabbi” service, We asked some qttes-
tions about the Internet of Rabbi Yose!
Carmel, dean of the instituie and a rab-
binic judge, educator and author,

#* 1.3 *
What are some issues involving the
Internet that an Orthodox Jew might
be concerned with?
An Orthodox Jew who runs a business
is supposed to close it on Saturday, the
Sabbath. But what about a business on
the Internet—a Web-site business? The
answer is he doesn't need to close his
Web business on Saturday, and for two
reasons. First, he isn't doing anything,

and thus he isn’t violating the Sabbath

according to Jewish law. And second,
on the Internet, it is not Sabbath for
everyone in every place.

Why can you keep your Web-site busi-

ness running, as long as you don't
work al the computer, but still have
{o close a physical business?

One of the most important things in Jew-
ish law regarding Saturday is the atmo-
sphere of Sabbath, If you are opening on
the street your market or your store,
that disturbs the spiritual atmosphere. If
your Web site is working, it doesn't dis-
turb anything.

Il you are an Orthodox Jew, you aren't
supposed 1o open your computer on the
Sabbath. But you can leave it running
because you are not doing anything on
it and thus not violating the atmosphere
of the special day,

What if you know there is a biy game
on Saturday, and you leave the moni-
tor on to check the scores as you puss
by?

You have no petmission to look at it, Be-
cause it's not the almosphere you want
for a Sabbath, You can ask the same ques-
tion with a VCR, since you can set it to
show a movie anytime you want,

Are there other special concerns with
the Internet on the Sabbath?

CanaJew in New York look alan Israclhi
Web site which was updated on Satur-
day, evenilheis in New York and it is
still Friday? No, because Jows must
also not enjoy the work of another Jew
on {he Sabbath, So it is not permissible
according to.Jewish law o use an Israeli
Web sile that was updated on Saturday.
If the Web site were soniewhere else,
and you knew for sure the workers were
Jews, you would also have no permis-
sion to use iLif it was updated on Satur-
day.

Do these answers represent the consen-
sus of many rabhis?

Not many rabbis have dealt with
these questions.

Are there things aboul their own holy
days that other religions cun learn
Srom Judaism?

Idon't think Judaism wants others in
the world to observe their own holy days
according to Jewish law, But Jews
would like non-Jews to take the valuos
of the Sabbath and adapt them. To try to
be more spiritual. To try to make a
break in your everyday running of
things. To try to think how voucan be a
good person, and do good things for olh-
ers.

e n
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'When is it Shabbat in cyberspace? Just Ask the Rabbi

Thousands of people have turned to Eretz HemdaW’s free online service for answers to religious questions, large and small

By Daphna Berman
Hn you were ever cupious

about when Shabbat takes
place on the Iantefnet,
whether it is permissible to go
to morning prayers oaly af-
ter you finish your daily jog,
or why Jews place pebbies on
tombstones, you might consider
visiting a Web site that answers
these and a raft of other Jewish-
related guestions.
“Ask the Rabbi™ -~ an In-

detailed replies to all types of
religious inquiries - has field-
ed over 11,000 questions since
the project was launched five
years ago.

Questions range from the bi-
zarre (*Is it possible that there
are Jews on other planets?™}
to the practical (“Is it permis-
sible for a religious woman 1o
be treated by a male gynecoic-
gist?™) - but ali, including the
most mundane, get persenal~
_fzed responses.

“We give these gquestions

serious attention,” says Rabbi
Yosef Carmel, dean of Eretz
Hemdah, the learning institu-
tion that administers the site,
www.eretzhemdah.org

“We don't just say yes or no.
We provide detalled answers
mﬁm always include the sourc-
es. :

In the years since Ask the
Rabbi first made its way to the
Internet, the institute’s staff
has fielded thousand of ques-
tions, aYi in English, from all
corners of the globe. Through

ternet service that promises

overing all

By Daphna Berman

Here's a sample question and answer taken
from Ask the Rabbi.

Question: As g sports fan, I was wondering
whether Shawn Green, or any other Jewisk base-
ball player, can play a game without violaring
Shabbat?

Answers Mr. Green did not send this question,
and we are not answering it as a practical ques-
tion, which would touch, among other things, on
the peneral quéstion of going to work on Shabbat
without direct violarions of Shabbat Rather, your
question affords the sports fan the cpportunity to
apply sonie of the intricacies of the [aws of Shab-
bat to an area of interast.

All professional stadiums are fully enclosed
Thus, earrying, hitting and throwing are permut-
ted. In general, there may be restrictionson car-
rying even in enclosed areas without an eiruv.
However, that is ondy when carrying between
areas owned by different people or groups. An
entire stadium Is owned by one person or group,
so this is aot a problem.

Often, hitters “dig in” with their cleats at the
batter’s box, making a small ditch 10 help them
push off when swinging. This is a Torab-level
viclation of choresh (plowing), dore directly and
purposely o improve the ground for one's pur-
poses {Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 327:1).

Sliding on the base paths dirties a piaver's uni-
form. The gemara {Shabbat 1472; savs that one
who shakes out his clothes to remove dew (ac-
cording to Tosafet) or dirt (according to Rashi)

the bases

viciates a Torah prohibition. The gemara contin-
ues that this is only regarding new, black clothes,
whi~h he is careful to keep clean. Therefore, it
is at least preferable to do no more thanp lightly
shaking off the top layer of dirt, leaving that
which is partially imbedded in the fabric.

When playing the outfield, is there a problem
of cutting or uprooting the grass? In general, one
is allowed to walk on grass because even if ke
were to cut some blades, it is a davar sh'eino mit-
kaven [something that is not intended] (Shulchan
Aruch, ihid. 336:3). Bowever, the Mishnz Berura
(ad loc.:25) points cur that if one runs on tall
grass, it is a psik refshei {a certainty that one will
inadvertently perform the prohibition), which is
forbidden. Although stadiums have short grass,
it is possible that with cleats, the matter is a psik
reishei, and this respondent lacks the technical
expertise to ruleon the matter.

The Shulchan Aruch (ibid. 308:45) rules that
balls ars muktzeh (something that must oot be
moved on Shabbar) because they lack a serious
use that would make them utensils. The Rama
arguss that balls are set aside for the purpese of
plaving, which he considers sufficient to make
them not muktzel Therefore, balls are not muk-
1zeh for Ashkenazim; Sephardim are divided on
the matter.

Insurnmary, by taking proper precautions.one
can solve most if not all of the technical halakhic
issues of playing baseball on Shabbat, while cer-
tain halakhic and fundamental issues would re-
main (inciuding some we have not mendoned).

S0, “play ball™ - preferably, on another day.

the Iaternet, they reach Eretz
Hemdah, the Institute for Ad-
vanced Jewish Studies, which
is located near the enirance to
Jerusalem, in a parTow, some-
what dilapidated buillding that
will soon be razed to make way
for ulra-Orthodox apartment

uairs.

The3Srabbis enrolled in Eretz
Hemdah’s seven-year program
are preparing for yadin yadin,
an advanced form of rabbinic
ordinatien recognized as being
equivalent to an academic doc-
torate. Answering queries from
abroad is got thelr main job, but

. every week, the rabbis take time

to answer the wide-ranging ques-
tions retrieved from the Ask the
Rabbiinbox.

Each rabbi is personally

.responsible for researching

the individual gueries he is
given and for providing well-
grounded answers, complate
with sources, if possible. Be-
fore they are sent back, the an-
swers are approved by at least
two other rabbis and transiated
into English.

Queries can take anywhere
from 30 minutes to 50 hours to
research and answer, but the
service is free and answers
are usually e-mailed within
two weeks. Users don't have
o identify themselves, which
allows even the most personai
quesiions o remain anony-
mous.

Ereiz Hemdah is not the only
Internet service of its type. but
some of the others are mure ul-
ra-Orthodox in nature, inciog-
ing a popular Chabad site that
zilows users can chat online
with a rabbi and get answers
in rezl time. Eretz Hemdah.
however, is more modern in its
appreach to religious law and
those interested in the ratoinic
sources will be pleased with
the verv detailed answers.

For the Ask the Rabbi stafi,
some of the queries are quite
standard and invelve straight-

Rabbi Moshe Ehrenreich, left, and Rabbi Yosef Carmel, the co-deans
of Eretz Hemdah. “In just two clicks, Fou can get to woaderful places™

forward issues dealing with the
iaws of kashrut, for example.
But sometimes, the questions
are more complicazed.

Take, for example, the is-
sue of Shabbat on the Internet.
Though seemingly theoretical,
for observar: pecple who run
a Web site or an online store,
the issue could be potentially
preblematic since other Jew-
ish people would be using and
benefiting from the site during
Shabbat.

After considerzhis research,
the rabbis derermined that
Shabbat exisis on the Internet
for a particularuser only in the
place that he or she uses the
Internet. Their ruiing - which
Rabbi Carme! said was like
“having to invent the wheel,
because there were no avail-
able sopurces™ on rhe subiect -
meant thar a perser is allowed
to operate an Crline store on
Shabbat if he or she isnr ac-
tively doing somerhing on the
site.

The rabbis also recommend-
ed that someone i New York,
for example. net check an Is-

raeli Web site on Friday after-
noon, since it would be Shab-
bat in the place where the site
operates, even if it wasa’t yet
Shabear in New York

“Almost evervthing we have
an answer for, except spiri-
tual or kabbalistic guestions,
whick we tell people aren’t pur
specialty,” says Carmel When
someone asked if it was true
thar there will be fire in hell
tha: will consume sinners, the.
team of rabbis replied they
didr™t know, since ne one has
reperied back ro them.

Carme!l feels that people in
the uitra-Orthcdox camp who
have shunned the Internet are
missing out on a hest of reli-
gious apportunities,

“There's lots of garbage out
there. but there is also a lot of
impor-ani informartion, which
pecrie could really use for
their senefit.” Carmel says.

~In sust two clicks, you can
tes that we donr™t want
peopis 10 Zo to. bul in just two
clicxs. vou can also get 10 won-
deriu; places, whers vou can
learn Torah.”
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Q&A brings tradition online

By ABIGAIL LEICHMAN
SIMT witTrn

Al the end of “Schindler's List,"
there's o seene where Holocast
survivors Hine up to P[acc pebbles on
the graveslone o
Oskar Schindler,
the man who'd
stived their lives,

Many viewers
worlered  what
that gesture ineant,
and Nycir curiosit
led them o As
the Rabhi, an on-
line service offered
by dsracl's Vrety
Hendah Institute,

Over the past
six years, Ask the
abbi has helded
some L0000 e
mailed  inguiries
from across the
world ahowd every
imaginadle aspect
of Jewish faw und
Ccusionm.

It should more
accusately be called
Ask ihe Habbiy, be-
cause up o 5¢indi-
vidual expents give
their lie lo re-
searching asd providing asswers lo
questions from Jews, ton-Jews and
even her rabbis,

“We have a wide spectrom of
pueaple asking,” said Rabbi Yosef
Cannel, 53, dircclor of the insti-
tule, "Some don'l have o [syna-
gopue] closer than 150 mites from
where they live, Others are Jearn-
inlg i yestiiva and have a specif-
it issae 4 osk aboul, 1's our pleas-
wie {o answer all questiones.”

Carmel recently spoke at Tea-
neck's Congregation B'isat Yesine-
run about one of many business.

. related issues the service hus deall

with,

“Somcbedy got an offer to sell
jewelry on u cruise, He's Jewisly;
the owaer of the craise {ship) is
not Jewish und the shop worker is
not Jewish, |Because Jews are nol
permitied to engage in commerce
on their Sabbuth}, is it peraiissilibe
for the shop to sell jewelry on Sat-
urday? We gave him the formula
to do it according (o 1lalakha,
Jewish law,” said Cannel.

Several people who heard his
rrnscnlniiun lnter sent their vwn
wisiness-reloted guestinas,
Carmel said, Some were advised
to ask their own rabli,

“We are very careful not to give
sotichody the oppurtusity to take
our answer to argue with their lo-
cul rabbi,” Carmet said, *1F you be-
long to a synagogue, the rbbi is in
charge. ut muny people dont
huve u eabibi, Others who do are
asking us things they're embar-
rassed to ask their own rubbis,"

Rubbi Slunuct Gollia of Engle-
woud's  Congregation  Ahavatly
"Torab has spent dhe past year an
subbatical studying in Israel at
Eretz Hemdah, a t7-year-old

pust-ordination  program  that
trains rabbinic judges, cducators
and communal leaders.

“1U iy congregants have a gues-
tion, obvieusly 1 prefer if they
come lo me,” Goldin said, “How-

Ralibi Yasef Carme! researching answers 1o Ask Uie Rabli e-mails
at the Eretz Hemdah lnstitute b Ysried,

ever, if they are going Lo go on the
Interney, {his is where 1'd ike
them to ask thelr questions”

Ask the Rabbi began as a proj-
et of the Odhodox Union, a
Manbattan-bascd  organization
that services member congrepa-
tions and oversees e world's
Jargrest kosher supervision service,

“They thought people would
ask them about fond products,”
said Carmel But the questions
were actually wide-ringing and
the OU rabbis didn't have the staff
tu researcly and answer them,

vSudhey codled us ind wsked us e
1xe partners with Uieny, said Canmel,

Questions may be submitted via
links ot both ouworg and cretz
hensdahorg,

“All our ribbis served dnthe 1s-
racl Defense Porces, so they know
the world,” suid Cannel, himsell a
rabbinic judge, educator and au-
thar,

“Muny have university degrovs
and are pursuing Ph.s. Each
gives at least half o day every week
to ... this project, Rabbis should
nol be above the people, They are
servants of the people and we iy
to give good service.”

While ot lretz  Hemdal,
Goldin was also involved in re.
searching several. questions re-
ceived on Ask the Rabbi,

1 hat a taste of what they do
aind it's jusUinarvelous,” he suid,

n addition to Jews looking for
practical guidance, Ask the Rabbi
rels inquiries frons university pro-
}cssurs and from pon-fews “all
over the world who wasnt lo un-
derstand Jewish life," suid Canmel.
“We lilie to hetp them apprecinre
Terals os well”

One questioner was a non-ob-

servant few fiving in Istanbul,
where there are Tew Jews, Carmul
velated. “He asked us some ques-
tions and then his funcée started
Lo sendd questions, Lo,

Within twe years, the couple
marrivd,  moved
L Bsraned Jon el -
witle schoot and
corunitied o an
observanl Jewish
lite. *This is the
power of the In-
terned il we use it
{or such dhings,”
siid Cannel,

Is there such a
i s @ question
with nu answer?

“The Torab is
s wide ard deep,
you can find ~ it
you try hard — an
answer {or almusl
eviry  question,”
he said. “"Maost
questions  repard
tluily Itle; the Sab-
bath and festivals,
customs sureound-
by cdeath and
incrng, hiow Lo
keep hosher.”

Onve person did
asle whether Jews
beliove theve is ifi on oflier play-
els. Research tured wp g response
to the sume gquestion from a me-
icval sape.

“He answered hat there's no
source Jur suchia question. So it
was our answer as well! Carmeld
satbd with a Tagh,

For alinost everything clse, o
detaited answer is on ifs way with-

L 24 hous,

Aund why ity Jews place pebhiles
ot kanbstones?

1's siply sy uncient tradition
that Tet ethers know someone has
been there b visit the grave,

E-mail; leichmun@nonhjersey,com
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"Webbe rebbes’ address their flocks in cyberspace

Burgeoning Intemet sites are helping to capture unaffi liated fews and srrengthen marginal ones

* iy TALIA S, COUTIN

EW YORK - Rabii
Mordechat Becher had no
idea that with the tap of a

mouse and a trip In the veld, he
could help transform one spirtuat-
sceking I)ackpaxkc:s life,

Becher was barhecuing meat
under the perennial blue sky in the
countryslde nosth of ]
Johanneshurg when ff‘ g .lR
hls fridend spotted a Ml abib ;
group of college-age
trekkers and waved at
thens to joln I the
feast,

One of the younyg
men Wid the two
rabbls that he was
Jewish, but that his
only connection to
the falth was the Sp-
radic questions hie posed to a rabhi
over the Internet,

Calt 1t serendipity or divine provi-
dence, but on the other side of the
<yberspace Jungle, llecher Lad been
slitlng in Isracl, pondering answers
1o questions the young man would
ask through Ohr Soimcacls's “Ask
the Rabibi® e-mait service,

“We were both freaked owt,” sald
Becher, who serves as one of three
{ull-thme rabbls for Gateways' “Ask
the Rabbl” Web slte.

“Divine providence brought them
In proximity, but It was liuman will
that brought them over,” he sald, a
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1elerence o the hospitality of his
frlend, the fate Rabbi Gavilel Kiatzko.

Several yeass after that encounter
in South Africa, Secher proudiy
teports that the young backpacker
has hecome religlously observamt,
and Becher recently atiended his
wedding,

T LAST FEW yeaes have seen a
spike in the number
of "Ask the Rabbi”
Web sites by Jowish
organizations - imost-
ly Orthodox, free and
fucled by donatlons -
Providing rapld
halachic, or Jewlsh
law, advice o anyone
with Internet access.
The services pro-

Jews, the "wehbe relsbes” say,

Rablsi Yosef Carmel, dean of the
Lretz Hemdah fnstitute In [sracl,
described how a yotmg man from
Istanbl who knew nothing atrout
Judalsim used the institute’s *Ask
the RabLi® site to learn about his
hetltage.

That prampted him to ntassy a
Jew, take ana ecligious lifestyle and
ke allya,

“This Is the power of the Internet:
1t connects them o thelr rools,”

Carmed sald,

Habbis accepled to the highly
selective seven-year program at

duce tangible results |
for hardtogeach .

RABB! YOSEF Carmel, lelt, déan of the Doty Homdah Ingtitute in jerusalem,
researches responses 1o questions ficlded through the institule’s “Ask the
Rabbi’ site, Q1A

Lretz Hemdaly {o cam what is con-
sidered the doctorate of smicha -
called the yadin yadin - provide the
manpowes for the Web site,

Il they aren't studying in the belt
midrash, the rabbis are poring over
questions ke these, which Iater
Lecome paet of a database: "Doces
halacha permit a Jewish woman to
perform a britmllah?” and “There
have been reports that a plg with
split hooves that chews s cud has
heen found i Indonesia, Would

sl an animad he kRoshee?”

Asking questions slways has been
an inteinste part of fudadsm, D
why cai't the cutious just diop by 2
sypagopue and ask their locat (abihi?

“Jews esidentially mie far more
dispened tan they ave brea in
Use praast, ™ sidcd Sanuet 1 letlman,
professor of Jewish shadies sl soud.
ology I e City Unlversity of New
Yok system,

Muorcoves, non-affiliated and
younger fJews are maost Hkety 1o



© Menkin, director of

. the demand, he

~and mitzvot,”

encounter Judalsm on the Internet,
Hellman sald.

THE UNION FOR Reform Judalsm
offers one of the few non-Orthodox
“Ask the Rabbl” sites. The United
Synagogue of Conservative Judalsm
does not have such a site,

Heliman expiained the deant of
non-Orthodox sites as the nature of
the different movements, “The
Orthodox rabblnate Is much more
willing to tell people what to do,”
Heltman said.

Amang Jews who eschew alfilia-
tlon but aren’t necessarlly disinter-

- ested in religion - the fastest-grow-

ing sector of Amerlcan Jewry,

- according to Heflman - the demand

for speedy rabbinle guldance Is sky-
rocketing.
Rabbl Yaakov

Project Genesls, a
Jewlsh outreach
organlzation that
operates fve differ-
ent sites, launched
JewlshAnswers.org
nine months ago
after other slies
couldn’t handle

sald,

Profect Genesls' slte features a
blog format for the “young, savvy,
blog-sophisticated generation,” said
Rabbi Mordechai Dixier, content
manager {or JewlshAnswers.org,

Services are {ree, despite the cost
to operate the services, which range
from the bare-bones for volunteer-
based slites to In the millions,

“The connectlon belween money
of commandments,
“Is not good,” Carmed said,

The anonymity factor Is another
reason why some may peeler (o seek
advlce over the Internet,

“We alm to give peopie the

. epportunlty to consult with a

rabbi or deal with a philosophical
problem... without the inthmida-
tion that may be associated with a
bricks-and-mortar locatlon,” sald
Rabi Zaliman Shmotkin, dlrector
of Chabad.org, He added that .
users range from homeless people
using the library to toursts ‘
trekking the world; the Talmudic
scholas, the Israeli soldier, the curi-
ous gentlle, the counter-culture
editor and others,

“People take advantage of the
Weli's anonymity to lmpast expert-
ences and ask for advice,” Chabad-
Lubavitch, which has stood out in
the Chasldlc world for Its embrace
of modern technology, was among
the ploneers of “Ask the labbi”
sltes. The late Rabbl Yosef Yitzchak
Kazen reached out to thousands of
people on Fidonet, an online dis-
cussion neiwork, as far back as
1948, Shimotkin said.

In 1994, Kazens launched the first
version of Chabad'’s “Ask the Ralibi”
Web slte, Today’s verson, In which
40 rabbls and edugptors feld ques-
thons via camall, has answered more
than 500,000 questions since 2001,
averaging about 200 a day,
Shmotkin said,

Chabad operates twa other slites
with "Ask the Rabbi” services:
Askmoses.com and Thejewish-
Womain.org, whose “Dear Rachel”
area Is run by women lor women,
sald Sara Esther Crspe, editor of the
slte,

“The goal is to have women feel
comfortable, like a group of theic
peers,” Crlspe sald.

WITH CYBERSPACE serving as a
bartler between
askers and answer-
o5, how do organi-
zatlons gauge the
effecliveness of
thelr services?

For Rabbi Chalim
Cunisy, director of
Askanioses.com, the
answer arrived in
an unexpecled way
in thefonm of
Jrikuah nefesh, or the
saving of a life,

Asksnoses.com, which differs
from other “Ask the Rabbl” sites
by offering a Java-based live-chat
service “24/6%, had Just Jaunched
when Cuniin cecelved a call at
3:30 aoan, from a frantic rabbi
who suspected the gl he was
chatting with was about to com-
mit suicide, The rabbis convineed
the girl to see a psychiateist, sav-
ing her e,

“This Is the perfect example of
the rebbe’s misslon, which Is to be
there for any person tn need,
whether they're Jewish or not,”
Cunin said,

Urlel Lalo, 23, sald he appreciat-
ed Askmoses.com for [urthering
his knowledge of Halacha, but
sometimes wanted greater depth,

“1t seems like 100 much of the
taie, the answer was, "Ask your
local rabbinical authority,’ When
they gave a direct answer, § would
be satisfled with 11," said 1alo, a stu-
deit at the University of Californla,
Santa Cruz who created the chnlﬂ
catlon blog.

Without longitudinal studies,
however, scholars like Heliman
question whether such sites can
actually lncrease levels of rellglosity
ot alfiilation. But he did acknowl-
edge their potential,

“This techinology can become a
vehicle for recapturing” the unal-
filiated, he sald. “The community
clement of Jewlsh exlstence has
found a way to recreate tself i)
virtual space, even if it can’t ir!“\'
real space."”
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